Name: ____________________________
Date: ______________

Period: _________
DESERT ISLAND ACTIVITY

Directions: You and your friends are on a cruise with about 300 other people.  A violent storm threw the ship off course and you are shipwrecked on an island.  Most passengers have survived, but there is little expectation of being rescued.  Although the island is uninhabited, it has numerous resources available.  You have enough to build and support a new community.  It is important to develop a system to maintain order, stay safe and thrive.  ** Both tasks will be graded using the ELA Grade 12 Writing Rubric.**

__________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions to guide your decisions about creating a government.  Each answer should be a paragraph in length (at least).  
1. How should decisions be made on the island, about how to find/build shelter, find food, etc.?

2. What if there are mean, weak or particularly skilled people in your group?  What will happen to them?

3. What if a person takes something from someone else?  How are people protected?

4. Who will be in charge of decision making?  What happens if there are disagreements about decisions? 
5. What basic traits of human nature (are people inherently good or bad) will you think about in organizing your island?

6. What are the possible benefits and pitfalls of your government?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

When you have finished answering the questions, you will need to draft a constitution for your island government.  You must address the following aspects when writing your constitution.  Your constitution may be organized in any manner you would like and should be at least 2 pages. 
1. Preamble
a. Why are you writing this? What purpose does it serve?

2. Government structure

a. How is the government organized? 
i. What powers do they have?  
ii. What powers are limited?  
iii. How is each part of the government structured?

b. Public Office

i. How are elections organized?

ii. What are the requirements for candidates?

3. Laws/Procedures/Etc.

a. How are laws made on the island? 

i. How are laws reviewed/changed?

b. What are the basic rights of the people?  
i. Are people equal?
c. How is citizenship established?  

4. Other important aspects of the document
a. How is the document modified?
__________________________________________________________________________________

