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Current Events Discussions
 Knowledge and understanding of current events is essential to participation in this class and your world.  It is expected that you read a reputable newspaper, watch national news online or on TV to educate yourself on world happenings.  Throughout the semester you will be expected to use print or online news sources to become a more informed, active citizen.  You will be expected to use your own principles to examine and challenge current political, economic and social issues 
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Each week I will post an article (or video) on my website in preparation for a class discussion on Friday.  It is expected all students have read the article and are prepared to participate in the discussion.  To receive participation credit each week, you must actively contribute to the discussion in some way (clarification, investigation, evaluation, additions). If you are not comfortable participating in the discussion, you may turn in a ½ page response to each article by the following Monday at 2:30.  Active participation includes listening and paying attention to the direction of the conversation.  You will lose participation points for behaviors including but not limited to: talking out of turn, being on your cell phone, sleeping, reading, doing other class work.  Current events discussions are the most important part of this course, and therefore the grades from each weekly discussion make up a large portion of your overall grade.  Participation each week is critical to passing the course. 
